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which guaranteed public misrepresentation in an unusual
degree. In the constituent Cortes which followed, Parlia-
ment decided (by two hundred and ten votes against two)
that Spain should be a Republic, and it almost appeared as
if the public were in agreement. The Spanish electoral
system was then weak; even to-day it is far from satis-
factory. For the election of the constituent Cortes which
voted the first Republic less than a third of the nation had
taken part. Catalonia was acting as an independent state;
the northern provinces remained by tradition in the hands
of the Carlists, and a new phenomenon was appearing else-
where : Anarchism. It seems rather curious to us that
Spain should be the only country in Europe in which
Anarchism should take read root. At first it was essentially
a philosophic reaction against despotism on the part of
Church and State, and its appeal to the intensely indi-
vidualist Spaniard was profound. To the Anarchist there
is nothing higher than individual liberty; and nothing
worse than any form of coercion. All discipline, all action,
must be completely voluntary, he says. It is not hard for
us to understand why, after centuries of oppression and
exploitation, the average Spanish worker should take to
Anarchism as a duck takes to water. This movement, which
began about the time of the first Republic, has grown
through various vicissitudes until it is to-day a deciding factor
in Spanish politics. To the Anarchist the State is ever an
enemy, even if it should be a benevolent State ; and in Spain
the State had always been the symbol of oppression and
exploitation. After having voted a Republic, Pi y Margall
was elected President. The first item on his programme
appealed for union to save the Republic, and insisted upon
the necessity for imparting discipline to the politically
minded Army. This last threat was a signal of clanger to